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“is a zebra crossed with a donkey.” 
Of course it is.
Elsewhere, in 10 YEARS 

YOUNGER IN 10 DAYS (Channel 
5, 9pm) we meet Tom, a retail 
assistant hoping for a radical 
makeover. 

Right now, Tom looks like one of 
the Hairy Bikers, which is ironic 
because he happens to be a biker. 
And hairy. It’s a look Tom used to 
be happy with. Now he feels it’s 
“very scruffy”.

So, hmm, that’s a tough one, isn’t 
it? What on earth could a chap with 
long straggly hair and a long 
scruffy beard possibly do to alter 
his appearance? Beats me. 

Best watch and find out.

Having spotted the earning 
potential here, it was only a matter 
of time before Karen broadened 
her horizons. 

And now, well, she sees her 
agency as a one-stop shop, catering 
for all your pet hire needs – films, 
adverts, music videos, you name it.

It sounds quite demanding work, 
mind you.

“We have to supply everything 
our client wants,” she points out, 
“from an alpaca to a duck to a 
giraffe to a zonkey.”

At which point, some chap off 
camera asks, not unreasonably: 
“What’s a zonkey?”

“A zonkey,” Karen explains,  
as if amazed he has to ask,  

can all do is earn decent money. 
Karen, who used to work in 
recruitment, stumbled upon the 
idea of this agency after finding her 
beloved bulldogs in demand.

First, they were booked to 
become the faces of a Rugby World 
Cup photo shoot. “I was so proud 
of my babies,” she recalls.

Then they were hired to 
advertise everything from 
Churchill insurance to the  
National Lottery.

“The photo shoots led to 
calendars, led to us being on 
products, on billboards in New 
York City. I didn’t know I had a 
load of old show-offs sitting at 
home, wanting to be megastars.” 

brilliantly eccentric, made-for-TV 
personality. 

Karen’s agency, based in Dover, 
really does deal in talented pets. 
Talented in a fairly broad sense,  
I’ll admit. They can’t all play 
Beethoven’s Fifth on the ukulele, 
for example, so you’ll need to 
check the small print if that’s  
what you’re after. But what they 

J
UST so we’re clear about 
this, THE PET  TALENT 
AGENCY: BARKING 
MAD (C4, 10pm) is a 
documentary. In other 
words, it’s a programme 

about real people in the real world 
doing real stuff, for real. Believe 
me, I’ve double-checked.

That’s because at times it feels 
more like a mockumentary, one of 
those shows poking fun at the 
documentary format, or using  
the documentary format to poke 
fun at something else.

But I’m not saying this to be 
mean. I’m saying it because the 
character at the centre of it all, 
Karen Chamberlain, seems such a 

Barking up the right tree
Mike Ward 
previews 
tonight’s TV

DID YOU KNOW? Kate Winslet is married to Richard 
Branson’s nephew. They met on the tycoon’s island, as 
Kate helped to rescue Branson’s mum from a fire. Their 
son Bear Blaze is named in memory of how they met. 

PICKS OF THE DAY 
Documentary: Hospital, BBC2, 9pm
Tonight’s trip to Alder Hey sees us 
learn more about its craniofacial 
department – one of only four in  
the UK that treats life-threatening 
congenital skull and facial 
abnormalities. With a rise in referrals, 
the department is over-subscribed 
and neurosurgeon Chris Parks (left), 
who leads the craniofacial surgical 
team, faces a non-stop workload.  
He always works closely with Ben 
Robertson, one of three paediatric 
maxillofacial surgeons in the UK, but 
this partnership is about to be broken 
up as Ben is returning to Australia. It 
takes 23 years’ training to become a 
maxillofacial consultant specialising in 
cranial surgery, and there is nobody 
experienced enough to replace him.

Consumerism: Secrets Of Your Supermarket Food,  
Channel 5, 8pm
It already seems odd to remember a time before 
‘stockpiling’ and only shopping when necessary but 
there was, and here Sian Williams (above) and Stefan 
Gates turn their attention to some breakfast 
favourites. Supermarkets have developed copycat 
versions of some of the best-known cereals, but are 
they as good as the real thing?

Drama: Noughts + Crosses, BBC1, 9pm
Albion is struggling with the fallout from events at 
Demwa Hospital but Sephy is preoccupied with 
something else – how did Callum know what was 
going to happen? As soon as Ryan discovers what 
has happened, he gives himself up to the police and 
confesses in order to save his sons. Meggie is 
horrified to discover what has happened to her family. 
Helen Baxendale (above middle) is among the cast.

Film: Contagion, ITV2, 9pm
This film might feel a bit 
close to the bone still for 
some but we have to pass 
the time somehow! A 
deadly virus sweeps 
across the globe and an 
international team of 
scientists struggles to 
both find a vaccine and 
prevent the disease 
spreading further. The 
husband of one of the first 
victims tries to cope with 
the impact on his family, 
while an online 
conspiracy theorist claims 
to have developed a cure. 
Thriller, with Matt Damon, 
Kate Winslet (right), Jude 
Law and Laurence 
Fishburne.

Documentary: Born To Be 
Different, C4, 9pm
As the children featured  
in the documentary enter 
adulthood the cameras 
return to check on their 
journey through life. Zoe 
(left) is moving out for the 
first time to start a law 
degree and has opted  
to go it alone entirely, 
refusing the help of a  
care team while she is  
at university. Talk about 
bravery. Meanwhile, 
Hamish is moving into  
a student house in New 
Zealand while training  
for the Tokyo 2020 
Paralympics and William 
has moved to his own flat 
with a care team.
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